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Gesicherte
Krankenversicherung für 
Auslandschweizerinnen und 
Auslandschweizer

Assurance maladie garantie
pour les Suisses de l'étranger



Age Group 2021 2022 change

0 - 17 1159 1197 + 38

18 - 64 4800 4814 + 14

65 + 3663 3944 + 281

Total 9622 9955 + 333

Age Group 2017 2022 change

0 - 17 1226 1197 - 29
18 - 64 4873 4814 - 59
65 + 2834 3944 + 1110

Total 8933 9955 + 1011

Auslandschweizer Statistik / Bundesamt für Statistik

Thailand - Attractive Country for Pensioners
Change Swiss Abroad in Thailand in the past 5 years



Private Health Insurance

Exclusion of pre-existing conditions

Rising premiums at advanced age

Termination risk after certain age or illness

The business model of any private health insurance is to make a profit!
Premium income minus health benefits minus administrative costs = profit
This inevitably favors younger policyholders and discriminates older policyholders



Health Costs – Private Insurance
Older people cause more health costs than younger people
Private health insurers adjust premiums to the age
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Health Costs – Swiss Basic Health Insurance
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Contrary to private health insurance, the premiums of the basic insurance of the Swiss health
insurance fund (KVG) remain the same for all age groups. This means that younger insured make a 
solidarity contribution to the costs of older insured persons.



Swiss Basic Health Insurance

Compulsory from the 

age of 26

Premiums are not 

age relevant

Emigrants to non-EU/EFTA

countries are excluded

Law of

principle residence

Health insurers may, but are 
not obliged to, continue to 
insure persons who have 

emigrated to a non-EU/EFTA 
country on a private-law 

basis (Article 7a).

Health insurers have the right 
to retroactively cancel health 

insurance policies without 
refunding premiums in case 

of non-compliance.

Federal Law 832.10 on Health Insurance (KVG) 
subject to the BAG (Federal Office of Public Health and the ATSG (social insurance law)



Health Costs – Swiss Basic Health Insurance
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Contrary to private health insurance, the premiums of the basic insurance of the
Swiss health insurance fund remain the same for all age groups. This means that
younger insured make a solidarity contribution to the costs of older insured persons.

Profit for Insurance company



Swiss Basic Health Insurance
Average insurance premium: CHF 3’777



Swiss Basic Health Insurance
Average health benefit health benefits between 26 and 60 years: CHF 2’550 
(men CHF 1’800, women CHF 3’300) 



Swiss pensioners in Thailand give away CHF 
250 million to Swiss health insurers

For adults 26 – 60 years = 34 years of contribution

- Average yearly health insurance premium: CHF 3’777
- Average yearly health benefits: CHF 2’550
- Yearly premium surplus: CHF 1’227
- Premium Surplus 34 years: CHF 41’718

- 6000 retirees in Thailand: CHF 250 Mio!



Arguments
Violation of fundamental principal of an 
insurance

The term "insurance" refers to the basic principle of collective
risk assumption, i.e. through the insurance contribution of
many individuals into a common "pot", the individual can
receive compensation in the event of a claim. Since the insured
event will only occur for a few insured persons, the pot of
money is sufficient at an affordable premium.

Restriction of mobility freedom
Einschränkung der Mobilitätsfreiheit

65%

35%

Insurance Pot

low risk < 65 years old

high risk > 65 years old



Study:

Problems with Health Insurance 
for Swiss Citizens outside
the EU/EFTA countries, 
specifically in Thailand



Postulate 23.3556 
Secured Health Insurance for
the Swiss Abroad

National Councillor
Elisabeth Schneider-Schneiter
Die Mitte, BL

https://www.parlament.ch/de/ratsbet
rieb/suche-curia-
vista/geschaeft?AffairId=20233556

https://www.parlament.ch/de/ratsbetrieb/suche-curia-vista/geschaeft?AffairId=20233556
https://www.parlament.ch/de/ratsbetrieb/suche-curia-vista/geschaeft?AffairId=20233556
https://www.parlament.ch/de/ratsbetrieb/suche-curia-vista/geschaeft?AffairId=20233556


Postulate 23.3556  - Co-Signing

Die Mitte / Le Centre
- Bregy Philipp Matthias
- Binder-Keller Marianne
- Glanzmann-Hundeler Ida
- Gmür Alois
- Gugger Niklaus-Samuel
- Hess Lorenz
- Jost Marc
- Lohr Christian
- Maitre Vincent
- Paganini Nocolo
- Pfister Gerhard
- Ritter Markus
- Romano Marco

SP / PS
- Atici Mustafa
- Locher Benguerel Sandra
- Meyer Mattea
- Molina Fabian
- Nordmann Roger
- Nussbaumer Eric
- Wermuth Cédric
- Wyss Sarah

FDP / PLR
- Giacometti Anna
- Fiala Doris
- Markwalder Christa
- Nantermod Philippe
- Portmann Hans-Peter
- Wehrli Laurent

Die Grüne / Les Verts
- Arslan Sibel
- Badertscher Christine
- Kälin Irène
- Walder Nicolas

SVP / UDC
- Addor Jean-Luc
- Aebi Andreas
- Bircher Martina

GLP / PVL
- Fischer Roland

NOT signed: Thomas Aeschi SVP, Rino Büchel SVP
Thomas Aeschi was in Bangkok last year and briefed about the current problem
Rino Büchel was member of the OSA commitee



Strong Headwinds

Law of prinicple residence

The healthcare system in Switzerland is subsidised by
the state (taxpayer)

Strong lobby by Swiss health insurance companies in 
the government

The Swiss Health Care System is in a financial crisis



Next Steps

Federal Council to submit request to accept or reject 
the postulate at next ordinary parliamentary session

National Council debates to adopt or reject the 
postulate

If adopted by the National Council, Federal Council 
has to submit report of actions within 2 years



Q & A

Bangkok, 16 May 2023

Josef Schnyder
josef60schnyder@gmail.com

mailto:josef60schnyder@gmail.com

